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Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
Yesterday, the U.S. Senate passed WRDA, a bipartisan bill package that occurs every several years
and authorizes the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to carry out water resource projects. Cedar
Rapids’ proposed language — to reconcile the USACE Flood Mitigation Project with the City’s Flood
Control System Master Plan approved by Council — was included in the final WRDA legislation.
When Congress included the Cedar River Flood Control System in the Water Resource Development
Act of 2014, the USACE project did not consider flood protection on the Cedar River’s west bank.
This added westside protection necessitates a height increase for the approved east side US Army
Corps flood control project, to maintain its flood protection level at the magnitude of the
devastating 2008 Flood. The WRDA bill also includes an extension of the FCS project around Cedar
Lake, which protects an additional 86 properties, and is not covered by the previously approved
2014 USACE plan.
The WRDA language would allow the USACE to participate in the cost of the additional
improvements outlined, authorizing up to $50 million in additional Federal FCS program funding for
eastside flood protection. This is not a guarantee of funding, as there will be a subsequent
Congressional step to appropriate funding for approved WRDA projects. This is the result of a lot of
hard work by the City team, Mayor and City Council over a long period of time. We are also grateful
to Senators Ernst, Grassley, and the USACE for their continued support in this process.
Ushers Ferry Event
The Mercy Employee Picnic is back at Ushers Ferry for the first time since 2007. The event will be
held on July 30 and attendance could exceed 2,000 people. Shuttle busses will operate between
Xavier parking and Ushers Ferry from Noon–4 PM. Activities include music, carnival rides and food in
both the lodge and village.
AARP Iowa — Jones FitLot Event
The Parks and Recreation Department, in partnership with AARP Iowa, will host a BBQ picnic at the
FitLot™ at Jones Park, 201 Wilson Avenue Drive SW, on Thursday, August 4 from 11 AM–1 PM. A
brief program will be held at Noon. The event celebrates the addition of an AARP-sponsored fitness
park that provides the benefits of indoor exercise training in an outdoor setting. The FitLot™ is free
to use by individuals of all ages and adapts to meet a wide range of fitness levels and abilities.
Instructors will be on-site to demonstrate how best to use the equipment. Individuals who try out
the FitLot™ will be entered into a drawing for Parks and Recreation gift certificates. A free BBQ lunch
will be provided while supplies last.
Pool Closings Begin August 5th
End-of-season pool closings will begin with Bever Pool next Friday, 8/5. The pool will close at 5 PM in
preparation for K9 Splash on 8/6 and 8/7. Jones and Ellis Pools will close for the season at 5 PM on
Sunday, 8/7. This is consistent with previous years’ closing schedules — to accommodate staff losses
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as school activities begin and staff leave for college. Noelridge and Cherry Hill Aquatic Centers will
both be open daily through 8/14. Cherry Hill will be closed weekdays, the week of 8/15, but reopen
for swimming on 8/20 and 8/21. Noelridge will be open daily through 8/22. It will be closed
weekdays beginning 8/23, remaining open for weekends through Labor Day.
Weeds & Tall Grass
The Solid Waste & Recycling division operates the City’s Tall Grass, Noxious Weeds & Non-Purposely
Planted Trees Nuisance Abatement Program. This is an active time of year for the program, with the
City issuing notices to property owners with reported violations. Examples of violations include grass
and weeds that exceed 12 inches in height; noxious weeds; and any vegetation which interferes with
sidewalks or the traveled portion of any roadway or alley. This complaint-driven, nuisance
abatement program runs May 1–Oct. 15 each year. The abatement process only applies to privately
owned property. Public property is mowed and maintained by the Streets and Parks & Recreation
Departments. When the Solid Waste & Recycling division receives a complaint regarding a specific
property, the following abatement process begins:

1. Administrative staff create a report in our database software.
2. A letter is sent to the address, notifying the property owner that a complaint has been filed.

The letter indicates a Nuisance Abatement Officer will visit the property seven days from the
date the letter is issued.

3. A Nuisance Abatement Officer visits the property to determine if a violation is present.
If the complaint is unfounded, no further action is taken.
If a property has a violation:

4. A work order is created and a red door tag is placed on the property, indicating the violations
will be corrected by the City's contractor within three days.

If the violation is corrected, no further action is taken.
If the homeowner does not bring the property into compliance within 3 days, the City
proceeds to correct the violation. Mowing and administrative costs are charged to the
property owner once mowing is completed.

The City is committed to working with property owners to answer any questions they may have
about reported violations. Residents are encouraged to contact Solid Waste Customer Service at
319-286-5897 or solid-waste-recycling@cedar-rapids.org with any questions relating to non-
purposefully planted vegetation, weeds, noxious weeds, and tall grass complaints. Our team strives
to be highly responsive to residents with any questions about the process. Staff work to ensure
property owners have a good understanding of how a nuisance complaint might affect their
property and what must be done to remedy any violations.
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